I Service officer 
‘t-martialled 


‘L VORLCKER is a Nation 
n who finished his whole-tm 
h 1952. f Ai 
noned for part-time service i 
October, and for the last ‘ 
1 Volcker has been trying | 
to go before a tribunal am 
‘jlaim to be a conacientiol! 


1 
iod of training was postpone 
fichacl Voelcker reported 
‘nd of November, was delall 
s and then sent home: 
on May {0, being sent hot 
later, and the final notice bs 
stponed to enable him 
ition, lt 
of last week he was suct vd 
wes of the process, He 4 
at Crowborough, Susser 
yan order to put on paulo 
ced to be cashtered. He ye 
med to complete his Nate 
would then be able to 4 

as a CO and go before 
usual way. = 
Icker, whose brother 8 
tive pacifist and was [or ff 
ol the Chelsea group of 4 
Union. He hopes to sal 
ig course this term. 


Meet in 


leader in England 


RUMBI, general secret 
ved Kenya African Union, 
and und will address the it 
being held this weekeM 
condon, B.C.4 (near Miley 
he auspices of the Congt? 
Iniperialism. é 
arrived in Britain aftet 
ypt. 
cer will be Reginald Rey 
respondent, who has j@Ugit 
ountry after a tour throu 
ntral and Southern Alneig 
he delegates of the conll 


Ht 


{he Conference met under the Chairmanship 
Meh Fenner Brockway MP. Reginald 
Trts cA on his recent Cairo to Cape 
Mon ‘rip, His speech, which set the tone and 

: : ine Of the conference, touched upon the 
ne dozen African cour ae national changes taking place in 
's come from Const i alley, on the colour bar societies of 
, Co-operative Parties ul At; Africa and on the importance of the 
ocial_ and other organi’, Re “1 Co-operatives (in) which Reginald 
8 a basic resolution sett! MOS believes qualified and enthusiastic 


in African freedom, yf ty chins can play a helpful role), and finally 
he three sessions will mf ee Southern African scene, dominated as 
IP, George Padmore: ~ 4 “apartheid ™ on the one hand and by 


hy 
t, and Leslie Hale, MP ot Powing 


-—E ity he ner, 
being held oa Saturday trom non-European unity on the othe 


pr 1 ain. 5) rigs Ail ist Se THE “SERETSE AFFAIR” 
Ehicinperatian wae tea a My 8 Khama then spoke simply and 


$x. for the two days. 


: digg, Bly to the conference, preferring to 
biain visitore’ tickets price 2 u 


v" find ™ the ee rather than the particular 
a 


’ 


vailable ats. 64d. : : eae a 
Congress ‘ot feapies Pay jor e Nex Ptson aspects of the “ Seretse alfair, 
‘ect, London, $.W.1, or, Joseph Murumbi, who was until its 
tence itelf. 


Metiption the acting-secretary of the Kenya 
Hun. Union and who has publicly de- 
4. td Mau Mau and its methods, addressed 
tbo, Clegates on the need for a constructive 
ng wages, health const "ach to the terrible impasse of Kenya. 
pass laws, literacy ey a. loo appealed for support for African 
in publications of the iol ing retatives, community projects and rural 
¢ few of its members hy lties and described the plight of Kenya 
iy, structive and moderate terms. Following 


mition (see Peace Newh ‘ia 
7, $953). r) my Speech, Mr. Roland Brown presented on 


Honial wars will conviay 
of the urgency of a 6 


: example: the official 5 hen of the Congress’ Hritish Centre a long 
book 1952, p. 411 lise! 4, Ment dealing with Kenya and containing 
ve Vax Act, X 1946 Irae °8 of proposals for the ending of the 


ang emergency and the development of the 

te, ttY towards the goal of multi-racial 

Pr antacy. ‘This document is to be the basis 

i. °28Mpaign to oppose racial discrimination 
©Ppression in Kenya. 


ey aaa mi Ty NON-BRITISH TERRITORIES 
Parnee wy ing to non-British territories, Mrs. 
the National Income ru tery Kldpper made a succinct and passion- 
‘ae £27,844,000 © | Ty? “clivered attack on the ruthless policy of 
De 19). agai AI Ne in her North African “ province” of 
in the “Challenge 10 ne yf yetia and “ protectorates’ of Tunisia and 
Fe aicerey desires roti y SSSo, She was followed the next morning 
nial peoples,” facts He ay hou Mayanja representing the Uganda 
fonomic conditions in ‘ae tlional Congress. Then came a speech by 
be published and a W% ree T, Fox-Pitt reporting on Central 
10W. sho reallirmed opposition to the im- 
RYS HUGHES © Federation. and detailed the discrimina- 
‘Phy. 20d difficulties under which the Africans 
m Page One r Fat the hands of the settler governments. 
i a uf Cea oti Baako, Political Secretary of the 
: ne mood of boll, toh, "ntion Peoples Party of the Gold Coast, 


arty and the rank and "ffi lowed Wi deseripti of the situation 
Siri WhAd- GL wae " iin Saree lescription of tl t 


hig® second day of the conference, which 
tt Kone aie by Vi Leslie dale wy and 
lary P wr Tho Soh Baako in addition to Mr. Fenner 
eat arty will decide 4 Mc'BY conclibled eye poe onkeaay 

{ : of y Dr. Leon Szur, (formerly of Johan- 
Sera pe fle is, Irate and founder of the South African 
of its leaders, { hardly 4 yom League in London), and a general 
sted in the way the bi8 Monjgg COMIN round the resolution to be 


t the f ; 
he conference j NON-VIOLENCE VOTE DEFEATED 


Wigent member of the | , 
© Conference passed to a series of votes 


se that whut the party 
vif F 
ii 


of “One pound a year of. 
tives,” and that the Nély 
mpels all Natives abov’4 
” Not one MP has yer 
is unjust poll tax for 
yearly income of £9. 10 We 


” 
ould not be surprised Md 
Defence Eatimates come Md 


1ew Foreign Polley whieh ‘Mendments moved by the West African 
from that of the last | A ‘Mts Union and finally to the adoption of 
tain cannot move forw® gil, Mended resolution by a massive majority. 
his huge burden of art” y two votes were recorded against. An 
ind diy neck, Yo dum moved by the P.P.UL to record 
79088 T4fe“ition to the use of violence was narrowly 
7} ‘led by 27 votes ta 22. 
Shien Main terins of the amended resolution, 
ited is to become the spearhead of a con- 
ihe; dtive in the Labour Movement for a 
Wy Ae of Left-wing policy on the colonial 
} "On, ore: 
one 
ein tte Conference affirms Its bellef that 
Q¢racy is not the prerogative of uny one 
7 Or people. It affirms its belief that tho 
tiple of democracy is applicable to all 
‘les, whatever the present condition of 
tec Political and social organism. In 
ta Pbince af this fundamental principle the 
} tgp Srence declares ity heticl in the right to 
{ Ajctermination of all the peoples of 
bol * .. . asserts the principle that full 
Mey teal power should be fransferred ta 
by Sentalive governments in Africa, elected 
“hiversal suffrage, by dates fo be fixed by 
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ION COMMISSION 
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BE FREE” 


Anti-Imperialist Organisations || 


London 


‘ By 0. CALDECOTT 
-AT the Conference held under the ausplees of the British Centre of 
28 the Congress of Peoples Against Imperialism in Loudon on September 
tine 27 representatives of over 15 Constituency Labour Parties, 
ous Co-operative Parties, Trade Unions, the Independent Labour 
Pon branches and many other national organisations, including the 
Pace Pledge Union, met together and heard from delegates of the colonial 
ional movements first-hand accounts of what is happening in Africa 
tid issued a clear-cut call for a change in British policy in that con- 
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Rev. Michael Seolt with other witnesses at the recent United Nations hearings on the cicial 


situation in South Africa, 


CONTRADICTIONS 
AT MARGATE 


Vital 


issues evaded 


By Emrys Hughes, M.P. 
[DOES “Challenge to Britain” face adequately the problems before the British 


nation ? 


That was one of the many rhetorical questions asked by Mr. James Geifliths 
in opening the discussion of Labour's Election programme at Margate. 


“Challenge to Britain” is a document that 


contains some excellent suggestions and 
admirable sentiments, but i( contains some 
half truths and evasions too, and on the 


question of the cold war and rearmament it 
cannot satisfy people who are not just content 
with generalities and platitudes and want to 
know whether when ari is returned to 
power i€ ig going on spending enormous sums 
on atom bombs and jet bombers and tanks and 
all the increasingly expensive weapons of 
modern war, 


Awkward issues 


In the paragraph headed “The Cold War” 
we are told " Whenever the opportunity alfers 
we muat work to end the cold war and halt the 
rearmament race. But so long as there is 4 
threat of aggression Britain must share with 
her allies the burden of military defence.” 


Over and over again we have sentences 
that cancel cach other out. Awkward Issues 
such as the atom bomb are curefully side- 
stepped. 


The only reference to the atom bomb is 
contained in a paragraph headed “ Overseas 
Responsibilities" in) which we are told: 
“Unless we can persuade the colonial peoples 
that they can fulfil their aspirations in ¢o- 
operation with the West, no amount of atom 
bombs or tanks will prevent Communism 
from achieving final victory,” 

But could a Labour government go on 
producing atom bombs and tanks on the scale 
that it decided on in its Rearmament Pro- 
gramme, and find the large sums for the 
schemes of colonial development which are 
to raise the standard of life in Agia and 
Africa as an antidote to Communism? 

‘The latest jet bombers are costing £400,000 
a time, and the atom bombs that are being 
exploded are not the end but the Seas 
of new developments in atomic warfare whic 
are likely to be not only enormously destruc- 
tive but cnormously expensive. 

We could not exiract from the Exccutive 
an assurance that they would not spend any 
more money on preparing for atone, 
chemlcal or bacteriological warfare. 

The realities 

Apart from the reference 1} have quoted 
nobody would have gathered that the Labour 
Party Exocutive realised that we are in an age 
when another war will be fought with atomic 


bombs and when Hritain might bo Mie out 
in & Week as a result of our having becone 


the base of American atom bombers in 
Burope. 
(hese aro the realities. "Challenge to 


Briain” ignores them, Mr. Grillithe did not 
Bec fo roalise they exist. 

“Challenga to Britain” outlines a vast 
programme for developing the resourcea of 
Britain and spending enatmous sums on int 
Pia: the social services, restoring the 
lealth cuts, improving onr standards of 
education and modernising and equipping our 
industries. In addition it demands “a further 
major expansion of British agriculture,” calls 
for the olcetrification of the railways, and the 
provision of a very large amount of modern 
machinery to the caalmining industry. 


All admirable schemes; but have wo the 


finance, the men, the materials, the machines 
to da all these things and to go ahead wilh re- 
armament at the same time? 


We must be honest with the country and 
ourselves. We cannot go on with huge 
schemes for rebuilding Britain and have an 
expensive arms programme. 


Controversy not settled 


The controversy has not been settled at 
Margate. The rank and file of the Labour 
Party must keep asking ite leaders what are 
their priorities, 

When Mr. Maurice Webb was asked the 
question af the televishan meeting, how we 
were io get the moncy to restore the food 
Bubsidies, he replied that It could come by 
reducing our expenditure on armaments. 
Mr. Maurice Webb te not an irresponsible 
member of the Labour Party, He gave the 
tight answer, but bis view did not get 
endorsed by the Labour Party Executive at 
Margute. 


Miss Margaret flerbison, MP is ane of the 
strangest critica of education cuts. ts she 
prepared fa say that education must come 
hefore big armaments? She was put up by the 


Executive to defend Labour's Rearmament 
Policy| 

There were some iy sentimunts in the 
new resolution on Foreign and Comman- 


wealih Policy, but some contradictions, toa. 


The resoiuion declares for “ futl support 
for NATO as a limited system of collective 
security.” And NATO ig going to cost us an 
enormaus sim of money every year, 


Far East questions 
dn the Par Past we are glad {o note that 
failure to achieve on unitied democratic 


nentralised Korca “will not justify renewal 
of hostilities.” 


‘the conference weleomed the “ conclusion 
of » truce In Koren, but if the Camnmoulate 
brenk the truce dhe renewal of aggreastan 
must again be resisted by UN.” Hut i 
rejected “any commitment to extend the 
hoatilithes beyond Korea.” 


Tt wants Vormosa to bo neutralised and 
Britain ta be prepared to contribute: ta an 
international naval force for this purpose! 
One wonderg what the American admirals 
would say to that. And are we to neutralise 
Japan in the same way? 

All thease rather curiona decisions show that 
‘the Labour Party is strongly opposed to a war 
on the Chimese mainland, But is it prepared to 
end the American alliance if the Americans 
decide on a diferent Policy? 

And if we are to insist on a neutral 
Formosa, what about a neutral Germany? It 
we ard go enthusiastic about neutrslity in 
Formosa what about nentrality far Britain? 


ATOM TEST PLANS 


PPE Hrifish atamic weapons tesis will not 
™ pow take place at Woontera, but “at a 
face in central Australia far beyond the 
Present extent of the tango” alates the 
Australian Ministers of Supply, Australian 
MPs will not he allowed to attend, 


b. to OR: Wenry S$. $. Polak, John Haich, Notanka Crostield, 
Michael Scott, Tom Wardle. 


NYASALAND: 
Rev. MICHAEL SCOTT 
URGES INQUIRY 


By TOM WARDLE 
@)PEARING ala Press conference in London 
— last week the Rev. Michael Scout catled tor 
an impartial Judicial Commission to go inte 
the cuuses of the recent disturbances in 
Nyasaland. 

Mr. Scott submitted to the Press a number 
of document presecuting the views of the 
African leaders in the Protectorate. One of 
these, a record of @ discussion between a 
Deputy Provincial Commissioner and a depn- 
tation from the Blantyre branch of the Aftican 
National Congress, contained allegations that 
pany peaple bad been injured by tear-gas 
explosions and had pieces of metal extracted 
from their wounds. Special Constables had 
broken into hatsey and taken away hoes, axes, 
knives and spears. Mr. Chirwa, a member of 
the deputation, said that these items were 
necessary for the livelihood of the peaple. 


UNDISCIPLINEG POLICE 

A meeting of the Nyasaland Chiefs’ Union 
recently submitted resalutions to the Govern: 
ment in which it was asked that foreign police 
he returned whence they came and that shont- 
ing be discontinued against innocent people 
The resolutions alsa requested that compensa. 
tion be paid to the Camulics of thase whe bad 
lost their lives as a result of police action, 
European Special Constables were deacribed ay 
“untrained and undisciplined to deal with 
disturbances" and “not free from the 
present political contraversy.” 

in answer to a question Mr. Scott aaid that 
he belreved there was no reason why an 
eslate owner should pot be empowered to act 
as a Special Constable in suppressing a strike 
of similar action on bia awn estate if he kad 
volunteered fur the force. 


OFFER OF HELP 

Tho Chita’ meeting wveed that a Commission 
of Inquiry be set up to investigate the troubles 
and examine the land questian which wus a 
source of unrest among the people. September 
27, was to be observed as un day of Natal 
pee for all thase who had suffered gn 
corks 

Mr. Scott said that offers by oficials af the 
Nyasaland African Congress to help in calm- 
ing the people in the troubled areas were re- 
jected by tha Government. Nevertheless Mr. 
Chinyama, President of Congress and Chiat 
Mwaaso a londing Christian, had toured the 
istrict (as reported in Peace Nows last week) 
and asked their fellows * to turn thoir faves 
against vinience.” Those who follawed Con- 
gress must be prepared to do this, said Mr. 
Chinyama, for the path of violence “ ig not the 
path we wish to walk." 


Demonstration 
atom plant 


Peace News Roparter 


A new attitude of thoughiful attention was 
observable among the people who listened to 


at 


the speakers of the Non-Violent Resistance: 


Group in Reading, England, lest week end. 
On Saturday moaming a dine of poster-bearera 
paraded at the main gates of the cnarmaue 
Alfermaston amin plant exactly at ihe ond of 
the shift, Qa every bis veel hore tha 
workera away the men could be seen ceading 
the Group's leaflets and Bxan ae copies of 
Peace News. There wad sane good-hanoured 
cheoring as the marchera fined up at the works 
anirance. 

Later in the nearby town of Reading, 
Saiurday shoppers looked on in woadar aa the 
whole group ranged itelf around the town 
fountain in (he midiite of dhe main: street far 
the benefit of Press photographers. Mana 
Hentin, Stuart Morris and Tom Wardle spoke 
at three public oimetings throughout the slay, 
The impact of eventa--the Korea truce, the 
Churchill propasala-- } 
effect an publip dpinipgy Che rnead of the 
crowds wag nolicsably more “netivaliat” than 


on previous oevasions and de appeal far eq- 5 


te negatisions draw no rebutiala. 
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3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


STAmford Hill 2262 (three lines) 


No Nuremberg this time 


TO war crimes ure to come up tor trial 
after the Korean war, «a conclusive 
demonstration that whatever guilt) the men 
who were executed after Nuremberg may have 
had on their souls, they were not punished 
primarily because they were guilty men, but 
because they were guilly men who had been 
defealed. 

‘Vhere were no war trials by the Nuremberg 
Court of any of those, on the side of the 
victors, who were guilty of criminal acts. 

It is still a debatable issue who was respon- 
sible for the murder of the Poles at Katyn, but 
nobody was iried on this charge at Nuremberg 
precisely because it was an arguable question 
whether the defeated or one of the victors 
had been responsible. 

Shen too the Court that decided that what 
happened at Auschwilz was criminal was not 
expected fo give any consideration to the 
question whether what happened at Hiroshima 
was criminal. 

* 


In Korea there has been no defeated, no 
victor, no unconditional surrender, ‘There arc 
therefore no criminals. ‘This does not, of 
course mean that no criminal things were 
done; merely that the belligerents this time 
find it more necessary to keep their unilateral 
moral indignation under restraint. 

We know that there hag been al least one 
category of war crime. A number of US air- 
men of different ranks have given information 
about the resor( to germ warfare by their 
Command. [f the information they have given 
was true many members of the US Command 
have been guilty of war crimes. If, as these 
men now chim, their “ confessions" were 
made under threat of death it is evident that 
their captors were guilty of war crimes. 

There is no suggestion on either side, how- 
ever, that anybody should be brought to trial, 
because in present circumstances the bringing 
of criminals fo trial on one side would inevit- 
ably result in bringing criminals to trial on 
the other; and war crimes only come up for 
punishment when it is possible for one side 
to confine the field for the selection of crimt- 
nals to the other side. 


* 


Since our paragraph in last week's issuc 
on the germ warfare accusations was written 
we have learned from the San Francisco 
Chronicle (we have not seen any mention of 
the matter in the British Press) that Colonel 
f, H. Schwable, Lieutenant K. L. Enoch and 
Lieutenant FB. O'Neal have all returned 
to the United States, and that cach of these 
has stated that his confession consisted of lies 
and was obtained under threats of torture and 
death, 

Colonel Schwable said that because the only 
choice before him was confession or death 
he made the confession, 


“fo made it sound realistic,” he said, ° by 
naming dates and places, The plan would 
have to have some realism, but sense would 
tell whoever heard it that it was all so ridi- 
culous, |} hope to God I did make it ridicu- 
lous,” 

Well, he didn’t. So far from being ridi- 
culuus there were certain aspects of his state- 
ment that seemed to be rather convincing. {t 
was, for instance, highly improbable that the 
following passage would provide just the kind 
of thing his captors required: 

“No one that L know of has indicated that 
the results are anywhere near commensurate 
with the ellort, danger and dishonesty in- 
volved, although the Korean and Chinese 
authorities have made quite a public report 
of the early bacteriological bomb efforts. The 
sum total of results known to me are that 
they are disappointing and no good.” 


* 


When he retracted his confession he said 
that when he was repatriated, ° L expected to 
be met by military policemen who would 
wurrest me us a (raitor.” The fact that Colonel 
Schwable feared (his is, of course, no com- 
ment one way or the other on the truth or 
falsity of his “ confession.” He might equally 
have feared to be treated as a traitor whether 
it was irne or false. 


Colonel Schwable was realistic not only 
with regard to dates and places, He also 
named five US generals and seven colonels 
who he said were involved in the direction 
of the plan for germ warfare. 


he truth of this matter could very obvi- 
ously be cleared up if these twelve men on 
the one hand, and these of Colonel Schwable’s 
captors who were responsible for taking his 
confession on the other, were brought for 
exainination before an international court, 


lt will not be done, There will be no 
Nuremberg this time. If the truth about war 
crimes is to be examined it becomes neces- 
sary to examine also the preparation that is 
made for the perpetration of those crimes. 
Now we da know that the USA maintains 
Jaborataries for the investigation and dis- 
covery of methods of germ warfare as also 
dacs Hritgin--and very probably Russia, 
whatever may be the case with China; and 
these preparations for war — criminality 
are things that are not to be investigated. 


France and Germany 


TENUE fate of the Bonn and Paris Agreements 

would still seem to rest in the hands of 
France, where the Prime Minister has given 
notice of his intention to present them to the 
Assembly for ratification, but only on tree 
conditions. As these involve a previous agree- 
ment on the problem of the Saar, the position 
of Britain in EDC. and German rearmament, 
there is sull hope that France may prevent the 
final ratification of Agreements, which Peace 
News has always claimed represent a grave 
threat to any possibility of German reunifica- 
fion and to the peace of Turope. 


Indo-China 


FPN Prench Government is also coming to 
grips with the problem of the war in 
Indo-China. Though for a long time i has 
been obvious that there could be no Prench 
victory there without further American inter- 
vention Which might well amount to an exten- 
sion of the war, and that indeed it was only 
American aid which had enabled France to 
carry on the eight-year-old struggle, it was 
diflicult for M. Laniel to recognise this fact 
publicly and seck an acceptable peace at the 
very beginning of his premiership. Now he 
feels himself able to take the initiative and 
within 24 hours there have been two hints 
that he is willing to negotiate with the Com- 
munists. We hope that the State Department 
will not seck to curb the inevitable desire 
of the French people to end a struggle which 
has been draining the life blood of France 
for so many years, It is high time that the 
war in Indo-China was brought to an end by 
negotiations, which provide the only posst- 
bility of a reasonable settlement which will 
help to ease tension in the East generally. 


Breaking a deadlock 


AR. LODGE has attempted to break the 
1VR deadlock in regard to the composition 
of the Korean Peace Conference. ‘True he has 
not abandoned the American view which he 
forced on the Assembly, only to find it re- 
jected by the Chinese and N. Koreans, but 
he has offered a compromise of a kimd, in 
the suggestion that the Conference itself, once 
called on the American plan, would be com- 
petent to bring in the representatives of 
neutral nations. Mr, Vyshinsky pointed out 
the difficulties which this would involve and 
suggested that if there was any chance of the 
Peace Conference adding neutral nations it 
would be better for the UN to agree to do 
so, but in view of the fact that the Chinese 
have not yet rejected the idea and that 
America is ready to hold talks with the Com- 
munists in advance of the Conference, there 
is still a hope that the way will be found for 
the opening of the Conference by the end 
of October. Much will depend on whether the 
Communists think that America, having won 
a Pyrrhic victory in the Assembly, will now 
be content to allow the Conference to reach 
a free and unbiassed decision about the addi- 
tion of neutrals. 


The negiect of Asia 


MER. NEHRU has not been slow to criticise 
zs the ‘neglect of Asia” in the policies 
of the Western Powers. He has pointed out 
that in the near future the only representa- 
tives of Asia on the Security Council will be 
Lebanon and “the government of Formosa, 
miscalled China.” Not only would the pres- 
lige of the Security Council be cnormously 
enhanced if both India and China proper were 
among if8 permanent members, but the 
chances of a peaceful settlement of Eastern 
problems Pouid be greatly increased, 


Labour’s second thoughts 


TINUE long resolution on foreign policy, sub- 
mitted by the National Executive of the 
Labour Party during the Margate Conference 


foreign policy to one of neutrality. % BACK PAGE ) 
“THE VILLAINY YOU TEACH ME...” 


4 country is having a good faugh over 
™ a young G.I. who went A.W.O.L. and 
“hitchhiked” all the way from Korea to 
Sacramento, California, without orders or a 
pass. Pte. Robert Drane was a member of the 
32nd Infantry based above Seoul when he 
heard his sister had been deserted by her 
husband and left with four children to sup- 
port. Ele said he “ just put on a clean uniform 
and took off for home.” He hitchhiked to Pusan 
and checked an the ships sailing for USA. He 
went down to the pier where the U.S.S. Mon- 
trase was loading and asked a corporal if he 
could get on the boat. The corporal said, 
“What's the idea?” Drane replied: “I want 
to go home.” The corporal said, ‘“ Okay.” 
When he got to Camp Stoneman in California, 
he says he got a meal. Then he went up to 
the M.P. at the pate. “Fle told me to put on 
my tic, so | did and walked out.” When he 
gave himself up the other day at his sister's 
urging, Drane sagely remarked to the Press: 
“The Army should check more carefully.” 


* . . 


But what [ set out to do in this Letter is to 
continue the observations on the “ aggressive- 
ness” of the West, and especially the USA, to 
which, 1 suggested, the “ aggressiveness” of 
the East is the to-be-expected response. An 
appropriate starling point for what I planned 
to say is furnishec oH! the report just a week 
ago trom the shipyard at Groton, Connecticut, 
about the laying of the keel of a nuclear 
powered submarine that will be able to cruise 
around the world without refucling, This craft 
is ta he known as the Sea Wolf, a somewhat 
more appropriate label, perhaps, than that of 
its sister ship which is actualy soon to be 
Yaunched. The latter is called the Nautilus. 
(‘Build thee more stately mansions, O my 
soul, as the swift seasons roll? ”) However that 
may be, both atomic submarines, we are 
frankly told, are already dated. The Navy is 
studying plans for a third craft “with an 
advanced type of nuclear power plant” which 
will have an underwater speed of 30 to 35 
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(bui not capable of amendment) indicates 
some change in official policy, especially in 
regard to Germany. It is significant that the 
resolution. stresses the fact that the Korean 
war must uot be allowed to start again, even 
if the Korean Peace Conference fails to 
achieve the immediate unification of Korea, 
Phough it) deplores British commitments 
under the §6 nation declaration on Korea, 
it is less satisfactory in stating that if the 
Communists should break the wuce any 
renewal of aggression must be resisted by the 
UN. That seems to disregard the facts that 
have become available about the origin of 
the conllict and ignores the lessons of the 
past four years and the danger that such a 
renewal of hostilities would virtually mean 
the third world war, 


In regard to Germany, the resolution points 
out that the rearmament of W. Germany in 
advance of a four-power conference would be 
a fresh provocation to the Soviet Union, and 
it rejects any rearmament of W. Germany 
before further efforts have been made to 
secure the peaceful unification of Germany. 


The Labour Party stands by the idea of 
a four-power conference and this encourages 
the Prime Minister to pursue his plans for 
a top level meeting. We are glad to know 
that in a recent talk with Sir Winston 
Churchill at Cap d@Ail, Mr. Tom O’Brien was 
assured that this plan has not been dropped. 
But even the Prime Minister cannot battle 
with American reluctance and Soviet reti- 
cence singlehanded. It is up to the Labour 
Party, and, indeed, to all who desire peace, 
to give every encouragement to the Prime 
Minister to persist in the plan which offers 
the best hope for the ending of the cold war. 


Talking of allies 


QJENATOR McCARTHY has made another 
bitter attack on Britain and recommended 
that American aid should ccase until 
British Government stops its restricted and 
legitimate trade with China. He said "We 
want allies. But if you must fight in a dark 
alley you do not want as your helper a man 
who sticks a knife in your back and hands 
Weapons to your enemy.” 


The American Government has concluded 
its pact with Franco Spain. The State Depart- 
ment has agreed to provide Spain with 
226 million dollars in 1945, with increasing 
aid subsequently, in return for permission to 
construct and use at least six naval and air 
bases in Spain. Thus Spain abandons the 
neutrality which she maintained in two world 
wars, and though it may be technically cor- 
rect that this is not a military alliance, it is 
not surprising that the Soviet Union regards 
it as such, They may well ask how any 
legitimate defence of the USA requires 
American bases in Spain. But the agreement 
assumes a new significance if it is part of an 
American plan to contain Communism and 
put itself in to the position in which it can so 
threaten Russia as to force her into accepting 
American terms, 


The new agreements are a further illustra- 
tion of the determination of America to “ go 
it alone” in spite of the protests of her real 
fricnds. It provides another reason why the 
British Government should give serious con- 
sideration to changing the whole basis of its 


the 


knots as against a mere 20 to 25 knots for Sea 
Wolf and Nautilus and a displacement of 5 
(o 6 thousand tons against 3 to 4 thousand. 


Secretary of the Navy, Robert B. Anderson, 
at the ceremonies for laying the Sea Wolf's 
keel, was engagingly—or maybe that is not 
the proper adjective—frank about our “ offen- 
sive” purposes in developing nuclear powered 
craft. “We shall in the fong run,” he re- 
marked, “assure ourselves of victory at far 
less cost if we have the courage at the outset 
to bring the fight to the enciny’s doorstep... 
Our strategic frontiers fie not along our own 
coastlines, but in the rimlands of Eurasia and 
our war operations (sic) must be designed to 
keep them there.” 


LETTER FROM U.S.A. 
By A. J. Muste 


seepenscone”™ 


Secretary Anderson also spoke of the re- 
sponse such aggression was bound to call 
forth, though without intending it or really 
understanding what he was saying. The 
military allairs expert of the New York Times 
reports that Anderson plainly indicated that 
these submarines were “ideal vessels” to 
combat the enemy submarines of today—" and 
those of tomorrow which, like our own, will 
be atomic powered.” 


My point is that the USA is in this atomic 
era the aggressor in the realm of military tech- 
nology, Whenever in any epoch a people— 
the ancient Hittites or Scythians or whoever it 
was that introduced weapons of iron, the 
Germans with their immense advances in 
aerial warfare after World War I--have intro- 
diced a revolutionary change in war tech- 
nology, this people has been distrusted and 
feared by the rest of the world: even in 
greater or less degree by its allics. This 
people’s agsertion that its new found superi- 
ority at Jast guaranteed the peace of the world 
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Capital punishment 


ta to dev 
N April 1948 the Commons voll |  geopra 
legislation which would have oem Wages 
the death penalty for an experimenta eb, thi 
of five years; in June of the same Me he Th 
Lords rejected this proposal and an effor ie week 
made to find a compromise, acceptable 100; : 
Houses, which would have reduced. the use Nation 
capital punishment without abolishing It. a ism an 
No such compromise could be foun ol functic 
the law was uot amended. Instead, a : Y 
Commission was appointed to try to so 
problems which had defeated Parliamen™ 
finding in what ways, short of abolition © 
use of the death penalty could be lime 
modified. ‘The Prime Minister (Mt. AS 
made a specific statement that the Commis 
would be precluded from considering # 
tion. d 
The outcome, after more than four yea 
labour, simply underlines the difficulty in We 
ie Commission was placed by the limita 
of ils terms of reference. : 
It has done its best and is to be sympathi= A NEW 
with, that it could not do more. “a Un 
‘The Commission suggests some long ov istance, 
due modifications of the law which § Al The 
reduce the number of murder charges by Bra et 
more than two or three each year: the ie ae 


lion of the so-called "constructive ma 
wherein a felony, not intended to endal 
life but in fact resulting in a death, bec! 
murder; the abolition of a murder ¢0" 
against the suvivor of a suicide Be 
admission in law of a defence of undue pre 
cation, even by words; and the possible beeen 
of the age at which anyone may be ladle 


suffer the death penalty, from 18 to 21 “ie 
e 
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(but this was only on a majority vot Handards 
to 5). Pate 4 
Qt Passe, 

Sentence by jury velop, 


The main recommendation of the - 
mission, after its full examination and My 
tion (which is very welcome) of all schelr 
for grading, classifying and inventing deer 
of murder, reduction of responsibility ® 
alternative verdicts such as culpable home 
is that juries in murder trials should be # 
the additional responsibility, if they are # 
fied about the guilt of the offender, of hen 
whether there are extenuating circumstaly 
of such weight as to make it prapef te 
sentence of life imprisonment to he substill 
for that of death. 


_ The argument in support of this preohy 
is that the jury alone should have before u 
the facts, and knowledge of all the cites 
stances and conditions surrounding the & 

The alternative of leaving sentence ! 
Judge is ruled out because it may lead, 
establishment over the years of reputatio® 
“hanging judges” and “non-hanging juqey 
but a jury is different for every trial § 
such precedents could grow. 


nil 
Plausible recommendatl?! 
The recommendation is a plausible 00” 


In cffect’ it would probably reducé 
number of capital sentences considerably: g 
many juries would welcome the chan’; 
preserve their consciences by bringing “a 
verdict which need not carry the aulotig! 
consequence of a death sentence. Ua) ary W 
tunately a unanimous verdict by the ig) 
recommended, before a sentence 0 


ear that 


BS aeEE 


imprisonment can be substituted for thal g Sa 

death, which would mean that one stuob! 

member of a jury could prevent a mel Refre 

verdict and send a murderer to the gallo¥® 4 | Sheak 
“PeaAKE 


This is an intolerable situation, even Hy 
the Prerogative of Mercy is to remain Wig 
hands of the Home Secretary, and if the) 
is to have this responsibility it show 
allowed to exercise it by majority vote: af 

In cases where the jury did not recog 
the lighter sentence there would be little 


has never been believed by anybody om 
possibly itself, 


In the present era, it is the USA wh! re 
responsible for the most revolutionary 847 jf 
that has taken place in all the history ©! qf 
and its technology. H was not the Naz og 
Fascists, the Communists or the Jari 

militarists, but the “ peace loving” Ame LW 
who catapulted mankind into the eg" 
atomic war; and did it in a_ pect! 
atrocious and irresponsible way, since, ! 
ping bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasa®! 
not a “military necessity” for winnils 
war against Japan. Why should we % 
that others, including in one degree of vf 
even our allies, should not now regard e 
the irritants, the “aggressors,” the peor 


be feared and suspected? pitt 

As for the men in the Kremlin, | ge 
much of their post-war policy can be vie Thorr 
stood by assuming that they have, in ie ®Clatiog 
said to the USA: “ You made the unila id selitm, ar 
decision 10 assume a posture where YOU “je a he 4 
in a technological position to have HO gt ®: if 
word, fo cast the deciding vote. Ant Ing sor 
you proposed a general or mutual proge lb ht have 
to “control” weapons and organise the ¥ By will 


, ! b “er G 
Well, we are not interested in this apie | the 


Sar 
When we have at least equal power, of f ttre is 
still when we are in a position to oof 1" wy 


a } ‘ es 
deciding vote, we shall seriously discuss Tpeat or 
trol and organisation.” 4 


Now it is foolish and wicked of the soi ft 
rulers thus to assume a share of reapol if 
for the likely plunging of the world UM pa 
atomic war. But whose example 4! 
following in wanting to outstrip other % v 
obscene technology of mass destruction git 
allude to Shakespeare's Merchant ot Visit 
again: What are they to do “by €M ot, thy 
example?” The history of war and we PTA 
nology is the melancholy illustrauiet | ¥# i 
text: "The villainy you teach mes, pel 
execute ; and it shall go hard but T wil 
the example.” 
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The . 
ane International Development Placement 
“ation, 345 East 46th Street, New York 


GETTING THE WORLD 
PUT RIGHT 


‘Na more effective work can be done 
Deh co rage “the actual practice of 
i! ical and civil liberties than to couple 
4 vith international assistance in raising 
“Mandards of living. Bread and freedom 
me the Iwin needs of all peoples, The 
Assadory of the International 
evelopment Placement Association will 
"ar thar dual misyion.” 
Roger Baldwin, President, Inter- 
national Ceapne for the Rights 
of Man. 
cts such as culpable home ‘Here are a group ef young people 
murder trials should be # Mady to give years of their own lives to 
sponsibility, if they are "4 pitty the job that their elders know oust 
uit of the offender, of BAH done bur ure neglecting to do... they 
re extenuating circumstal : $ 


i of bn Pose, not just to make propaganda, 
as to make it proper 104 Write their Congressmen, ar even just 
mprisonment to be subst!t 


shilect funds, bur to go themsclves and 
i. hte the lives of their needy neighbours 
in support of this pro ‘ acl them what we know and learn 
Jone should have before!" "them what they can teach us. 
nowledge of all the uae jalere is heroism in’ this voluntary 
itions surrounding the & it jjeour but there ix sanity, the true sanity 
e of leaving sentence W abyays iumines the true hero. £ 
at because it may lead 10 aatict that many of my generation, 
4 the years of reputation yilned of the mess we have get our 
"and “ non-hanging jugs i hel. and daughters onto, will want to 
fferent for every trial © “P them help us to get out of it.” 
OHI, Stringfellow Barr, Former Presi- 
dent, St. John’s College, a 
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lerable situation, even t! wi 
fi Mercy is to remain Hog), 
y aM glad to say that 
gifts are still coming in 


me Secretary, and if thé 
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to report the final amount, 
in the hope that it will 
bring HQ Fund at least up 
to the halfway mark of 
- . £500. ‘ 
§, S have been very busy at HQ getting out 
Nip Pecial Appeal, which this year has been 
ine by Sybil Thorndike. It [5 quite an ex- 
time for us opening the paseo day 
2cessity ” inning if any one has sent us a cheque for 
1. Whe EE ext fae! But he anxious time, too, because if the 
' Nt of the Special Appeal and of HQ Fund 


ding in one degree of oy : 
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“ Qualified accountant for Farmers Co-operative in Uganda ; Principal 
to develop school in Baghdad for mentally deficient children ; Economic 
8eographer for Ceylon University ; Rotary press operator for West Africa. 


These are the kind of “ world situations vacant’’ that crop up every 
week in the New York office of a new kind of organisation—the Inter- 
national Development Placement Association Inc.—matching talent, ideal- 
wi sm and Opportunity. Here the Director of the organisation writes about its 


Technical Assistance 
with a difference 


By Peter Weiss 
Kvecutive Director, International Develupnrent Placement Assoc. 
A NEW private organisation, formed to help place technically skilled persons 
MM undeveloped areas, is filling an important gap the field of technical 


17, N.Y., is recruiting persons who are walling 
io work at locally prevailing salaries and as 
eniployees of local organisations in Asia, 
Africa, Latin America, and the Near East, 
Heretofore opportunities for “ expatriates” to 
work in underdeveloped arcas have been 
largely limited to high-level experts who func- 
tion as top policy advisers and are reimbursed 
accordingly. But there has been no machinery 
for filling the routine positions requiring 
technical skills: the local employing agencies 
cunnot aflord to pay salaries on European or 
United States levels and little eflort had been 
made to locate skilled individuals to whom 
salary Was a secondary consideration. 


Eager response 


DPA. with evidence that there were many 
persons eager to work on such a basis, set up 
1 programme designed to determine local 
needs and to locate persons quatitied to fill 
them. 


The response from both ends has been re- 
assuring. The organisation's files of posiuians 
and applicants are growing steadily and several 
projects are already under way: 


American scientists lave been found for 
the faculties of African and Asian colleges 
and universities. 


Agricultural experty have been placed with 
au 50,000-member farmers’ co-operative in 
East Africa, 


A number of persons of differing skills 
have been sent (o India to do village develup- 
meat work. 


Although most of the applicants at this 
point are United States nationals, {DPA's re- 
cruitment is international. UW has arranged for 
the placement of an Italian in Uganda and a 
Danish girl in’ india. Applications from 
various European countries have been re- 
ceived. 


Currently. EDPA is accepting applications 
in w wide variety of technical fields. Agricul- 
tural experts are needed throughout the world, 
as are engineers, scientists, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, community development warkers and 
skdled crafismen, 


Openings now exist in India, Indonesia, 
Iraq, East and West Africa; placement pro- 
grammes in other countries are — being 
developed. DPA, which is supported by 
philanthropic funds and charges no fees for 
its services, is pleased to receive inquiries fram 
qualified graduates of any nationality to whom 
high objectives seem more important than 
high pay. 


Are we all murderers? 


Af the Curzon Cinemas taday (Oct. 2) opens 
+¥ the public showing of a remarkable and 
terrible French film, given for English use the 
squeamish title “Are We Atl Murderers?" 
when the French tide is in fact "We Are All 
Murderers.” 


It is a film of the lives of five condemned 
murderers, the chief one learning to kill 
during the Nazi occupation when it was heroic 
to murder Germans or traitors; of the others 
one denies his guilt, one was distraught. one 
was indulging ano a family fend which he 
thinks is no concern af the law or the prest- 
dent... but no one understands and they all 
go fo the guillotine. As the fast one hears his 
fate, his motherless young brather is peering 
through a window at the luxury of those who 
pay taxes for his keep bul do not want him to 
soil their own home. 


The scenes in the famous La Sante prison 
are the most realistic prison settings TP have 
seen in oa film and the borrar of the can- 
demned cell where the prisoners wail in tear 
of the moment, unknown to them in advance, 
when the blow will fall, cannot be forgotten. 


We may pride ourselves that we have noth- 
ing quite so awful as this in England, but that 
does not absolve us fron) the blame of sharing 
with France the fact that alone in the Western 
Furopean nations we retain the death penalty. 


The film underlines in brilliant fashion the 
outstanding fact about the death penalty~—that 
Ht fails (o do what it is supposed to do. Ina 
most myenious way the many arguments in 
the controversy over capital punishment are 
woven into this picture. 


As a tract for the times, coming appro- 
priatsly when the subject is placed before us 
all by the Report of the Royal Commission 
on Capital Punishment, this film should not be 
missed. TH ollers no light relief; it is terrible 
and forceful. but it 6ught not to be shirked 
in a country whose citizens still allow 
executions to take place. 
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To commemorate Gandhi’s Visit 


Auooil) painting oof | Mahal 
Gandhi dias been presented by the 
lodian Minister lor Conmunications, 
Shri dagjivan Ran, te the Kingsley 
Hall ja Londows bast End iy com, 
mmemoration of the tact duit Mer 
Camdhi stayed there during bis yisil 
to Britain in t93t. 


The painting & to be unveiled by 
the High Conmiissioner far todia, Meir, 
B. G. Kher, an old-ditue colleague of 
Mr. Gandhi, ‘The ceremouy wil take 
place at the Half on ihe anniversary 
| of the Mahatma’s birthday, October 
1 2. Atlendance is by iavitstion, 


the Londen County Council an- 
nounced also fast week than an his- 
torical plaque (one of the famous bine 
type adlixed to buildings which have 


| 


Sentenced ... 


FEMIREE French conscientious objectors were 

each sentenced to ane years unprisan- 
ment by the Paris Military Tribunal last week 
for cefusing to pat on unifern, 


| 
i 


There is no legal recognition of conscren- 
tious objection in France and COs are subject 
fo re-arrest on release from prison, the process 
being repeated until they reach the age of 


50 or their health breaks down so Chat they are 
no fonger fit for nulitary service, 


fhe three objectors are Jehovah's Witnesses. 
Aceording to the Manchester Guardian, all 
three stated that they were willing to do a 
term of compulsory civilian service, One of 
them pomted out that during the fifteen 
months he had awaited trial in prison he had 
willingly served in (he inlirmary. Alb three 
were given excellent charcaclers by the police. 


Their counsel pointed out that in the trial 
of the Germans and Alsatians charged af 
Bordeaux with participation in the massacre 
of QOradour the military prosecutor had 
maintaincd that in some cases st was the duty 
of soldiers to disabey orders. 


The Assenibly recently ecachuded  cen- 
acicntious objectors from the ellecits af an 
aninesty act. IL is, therefore, scareely to be 
expected, says the Miinchester Guardian car- 
respondent, that the preseat Assenibly will 
sech son more rational way of dealing with 
the small number of young men who for 
obviously conscientious motives reluse service 
th ounifornr. 


. . . acquitted 


ANOTHER blow at the use of secret 

Federal Bureau of Investigation reports in 
the prosecufion of American couscientious 
objectors hay heen struck by an American 
judpe. 


Robert Evans, charged with trelusing to 
submit to induction inte the US armed forces, 
was wucquitted by fudge Carroll C. timicks at 
Hartford, Connecticul, on August 3, 


Evans was denied registration as a CO. by 
his local call-up board and had appealed ta 
the Court. 


In all cases of such appeal the FAL makes 
an investigation of the CO first. The US 
Supreme Court had held that objectors should 
be given a “fur resamé™ oof the averse 
Information collected by the Fl] 


Attorney-General wis responsible 


Livans’s defence lawyer asked for the PI's : 


tepor! on his client ta be produced for the 
Court. The Assistant US Attorney, A. Preder- 
ick Mignone, refused to pwodice ab The 
Indge, Carroll C. Hincks, then acquitted Evans. 


_ An argument that Mr. Mignone should be 
cited for contempt af court was heard by 
ihe judge some time lier. 


_Atterwards he announced thai he would not 
cite the Assistant Attorney for contempt, sinee 
it was not Mr. Mignane but the Attorney- 
General who was responsible. 


Tn September fast year, 


quae 
declared that the use of secret police reporis 


}would make a mockery of Congress legis- 
FRANK DAWTRY. dhe Ne Aiba hele 


lation. 


Known ihe presence of netable mer 
aad worten) is to be fastened fe dic 
wall of Kingsley hall te mark tis 
ussociition wiih Me. Gandhi Phe 
ECO historical departmeot said hist 
the pliques were made of (he ftanwd 
Dalton ware and (hat the firtup of this 
pottery takes up io sik weeks to cone 
plete. Ovcusioually something oes 
wrong with the firiig aad the process 
has da be repeated. 


the order for the hingstey dha 
plaque has jast recently been seni ta 
(he potters and thus iis expected did 
it nlight be up to three eonths before 
it is aftived, 


Picture shows Me. Gandhi seated 
amidst wo geaup of friends at Kingsley 
tiall in 193th, 


YOUR WORLD 
LAST WEE 


BRITISH GUIANA: Phe strike of sugar 
workers which began four weeks ago naw 
seems ta be developing into a general strike, 
Government and public works  eniployees, 
dockers and will workers hive suqek un sym: 
a British Guiana is the first British 
Olony io have a € ormmunist-domunated Gave 
ernment, elected earlier tig year, 
EUROPE: Vhe right of petition auder the Convention 
of thanan Blelty of the Council of Varope hax been 
telused by vewen of tie tem stutes aulserthing ta the” 
Convention, M, Rollin, of Selgin, thought that te 


working ot the intitutions forescen by the mgernueedt 
night thetolaie be nuliilied, 


INDIA; Prime Minister Nehru said that the 
constitutional devices of the UN. had not kept 
ace with events, The great continent of Asia, 
ie declared, was represented on the Security 
Council only by the Lebanon, “exeellent bit 
small,” and Formosa, which |“ represented 
nobody in Asia except Formasa.” 


ITALY: A commitiee of international experis haw beey 
inecting in Rome to prepare a world programme of — 


fesearch into potloniyeliiis. fer reronmnendaiien to the ~ 


World Heatth Onganisaiion, © Unless some efivotive 
mieasures of control are introduced it jy feared that the 
distase tay become a werkt problen due to its inerease. 
MAURITIUS; The Mauritian Labour Party — 
has published a protest “against the way in 
which the Governor set aside the’ verdict of — 
the people in the 1953 general elections it 
selecting most of ihe nominees to serve in-ihe 
Legislative Council from parties of grains 
well known for their unrelenting oppesition ie” 
the progress of the masses.” 


MENICO: Teams of constructive workers from a (eala: 
ing centre ut Patzeuam have been helping in aa tnpiawes 


ment programme for the 160 inhabitaniy of the village 


of Treaizenhuars, 250 nies trom Mexico Oi. Vhelr 
work is deseribed ne UNESCO booklet, New Horiians — 
at Pvenleenhuayy (HMSO, 290, : suka 
SAUDE ARABIA: Shots arc reported to have 
been exchanged between ‘British-contralled — 


forces and local tribesmen at Biraimi, a digs > 


uted oasis. Several persons are said to have ~ 
een killed. In a note of protest 
s repeated atiacks and incidents,” the Saudi 
Arabian Government makes an appeal to 


Britain to “salve the question by peaceful” = 


arbitration.” 


SOUTH APRICA: Under the new Native Labeur BB 
no Afticak man or woman wil be allawel ta 1 
fo aay registtved trade walon. Legitation ts under eoa- 
sidenition to proseribe that oniy ceain types of work 
nity be dowe by certain racial groups, < : 


SPAIN: Jewish religious services, wholly 
unrestricted, have been held in Madrid aver 
the Jewish High Holidays. This is believed ta°— 
be the first time since the Spanish Inquisition. 
that this has occurred, Ae 
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4—PEACE NEWS, OCT. 2, £953 


Ow TO READ TE 
NEWSPAPERS 


(and listen to the News Bulletins) 


Bi) | By Dr. ALEX COMFORT 


‘The Medical Association for the Prevention of War has published a valu- 
able pamphiet* written by one of its officers, Dr. Alex Comfort. It is reprinted 
here, slightly abridged. 

Why should au association of doctors be concerned with the treatment of news ? 
‘ Because, says Dr. Comfort in his Introduction, “it is profoundly worried by the resemb- 
) lance between the effect of propaganda on public thinking und the kind of though 
processes Which characterise Iunatics.” 


i \ MPHER I. is some difference between Their Side, the Rules are, of course, reversed). 
\ believing that the Jews and the Select any news item which contains a clear 
} ssa tts is : ae : piece of double-think (one containing the 
Jesuits are hiding bombs under your hed words. “ageresion,” “strength,” "defence." 
and believing that every third person Is @ terrorism” or “ firmness” will do admirably) 
} Soviet spy or an agent of American and hold it up to the mirror--in other words 


go through it, transposing the two sides. 


if Our Side are displaying firmness some- 
where, what would Their Side do in the same 


Imperialism---bat not much, 


The fact that the world is divided today 
, into two halves, and that each half believes 


that the other possesses horns and tails, is circumstances ? “Campaign | of Terrorism 
ij largely due to the use which has been made Against the Local Population, of course, Our 
! of news, The fact that within seven years Side “painful necessity”-——Their Side “ war 


crime.” Our Side-—‘ Resistance hero” ; Their 
Side-—‘* Terrorist bandit.” And so on. Quite 
simple, but very salutary. 


our erstwhile gallant allies have become dirty 

blackguards, and erstwhile dirty blackguards 

have become gallant allies, is a result of the 

SAME Process = 
} To be impartially informed upon every 
issue ina world where the facts are constantly 
obscured by propaganda is perhaps beyond 
most people’s capacity. 


With more experience. you can begin to 
Wrile your own news items. Ect us take an 
example. The “hard news” is that the 
fuurocoprian Government Police have 
arrested the trade union leader Mr. Ali Baba, 
distributing leaflets outside the Taurocoprian 


I Unfortunately, onder the ae eee Jown Hall. Case A—the ‘Taurocoprian 
ie 4 hysteria, or hatred--all of which are being Government is on Our Side : 
assiduously whipped up today—nations of ae Sas : ' 
sane individuals can come to act like single The authorities here are displaying 


praiseworthy firmness in dealing with sub- 
versive activities. Police yesterday arrested 
Ali Baba, secretary of the Communist- 
inspired Hoilermakers’ Union. The Tauro- 
coprian Home Office states that he was in 
possession of a large quantity of literature 
vilifying the Western Powers. His removal 


bi 4 lunatics. Atom bembs, concentration camps 
and witch hants «wre the outcome of that type 
of process; yet once you see how it is done, 
you can do # preat deal to prevent your own 
taind from being gat at, 


We suggest that you, and your family, learn 


{ to play the News Game cultivate Newsman- from the scene may do much to quiet a 
ship. tense situation.” Headlines: POLICE HOLD 
a ‘ Propagundamanship RED AGENT. Cheers for firniness, Down 

me he ‘The art of propagandamanship is threefold: with Ali Baba j ae 
lie ray it loud, say if often, and attach it to some- . Case B: the Taurocoprian Government is on 

‘ i thing people care about—preferably something ‘Their Side. 

% ; they are scared of, “In spite of the Kremlin's attempts to 
1) \ Loudness presents little difficulty to the tighten its grip on Taurocopria, and in spite 
eh i press and radio of the world ; as to frequency, of savage repression, the Taurocoprian 
i if every mention of the Enemy has its littl people ure fighting back, Local newspapers 


Wah Wt dollop of spite on top, then that enemy will — have recently been forced to admit the arrest 


became unpopular, even among people who of Ali Babu, leader of the largest industrial 


iv only know his name—jusi as they have come — wiion, on a treason charge; thereby giving 
‘h to associate “Oxo” with beef, or Horlicks te first official hint of the extent of the 
' 1 i with “night starvation.” Resistance movement. His wife and child 


have also disappeared, and a “ confession" 
iy expected shortly. The grayamen of the 
charge appears to be the possesion of pro- 
Western literature..." Headline: UNIONS 
CRUSHED BY RED TERROR Cheers for 
Ali Baba. 


And fear, which is so effective in scaring 
Pee en people into buying toothpaste and soap to 
hes remove bad breath and body odour, works 
just as well in politics, Unfortanately, fear 
also makes men cruel, irrational, intolerant 
and inhuman. But there are some zealots wha 


FE 


ep don't care about this so long as they make — Or, of course, ; 
| { their point, The broad masses of the Taurecoprian 
' ‘ . ; Hee ee Z 
clare gs The other feature of propaganda is “ double people are fighting back against the insti 


gators of a new war, On American orders, 
Vaurocoprian police today began to seize 
prominent workers’ leaders .. ." 
The rest you know. Got the idea ? 
_ Now any of these versions may be true. The 
journalist’ who writes the column probably 


@® NEXT PAGE 


think.” George Orwell coined the term for a 
country where the Ministry of Joy looked 
afler prisons and the Ministry of Peace looked 
after the maintenance of a chronic state of 
War, 

Most people, in most countries, are decent 
and in their own way kindly. They dislike, 
for example, toriuring people, or burning 
children alive. HW you want to make them do 
these things, it is essential to make them think 
two jncompatible thoughts at the same tme. 
This is unfortunately perfectly possible and 
perfecily easy. 

Ir is done through the use of language— 
just as bullocks would probably, if they could 
read, (roop quile happily into a slaughterhouse 
labelled ° Poodstuffs Preparation Centre.” 

We don’t torture’ peaple—we display firm- 
ness i putting down terrorists, We don't 
burn children alive--we only obtain results 
ugainst military objectives. We don’t ever kill 
people-—-we Kilt only bandits, fanatical Reds, 
dichard Nazis. 

(he public doesi’t tike killing people, 
especially defenccless civilians, who are the 
Inain target in modern wars ~tnless their faces 
are hidden by some sort of mask, It doesn’t 
like war—but it is prepared to stand for any 
number of police actions; “ police ” suggests 
the London bobby helping children across the 
road, not napalm and area bombing. tt doesn’t 
like bullies, and respects people ic stand up 
lo them—-hbut it is quile ready to negotiate 
from strength. 

The double-thinker is exactly like the man 
who is a shoemaker, but knows he is also 
Julius Caesar, In an aeroplane, under the 
ordera of the unscrupulous or the half-insane, 
he ig ten times more dangerous. Yet the trick 
ig so aimple that an alert child could sce 
through it. 


Against plain lies ane has little defence 
except commonsense. Aguinst double-think 
and double-talk, and against the other chief 
propaganda weapon, the concerted smear, or 
(he continual depiction of somenne ag an 
unmitigated villain, or a particular nation as 
dobbering, criminal brutes (a favourite film 
technique) the most useful weapon is an 
ordinary mirror, 


It is the first requisite of the Newa Game— 


“eee 8 


BY the evening of the second day what 
had happencd to London was known. 

Three bombs had exploded, one at 2,000 
fect above Westminster, a second at a 
similar height above Euston, and a third in 
the river off Wapping. The sky remained 
blood red reflecting the hell of fire. Here 
and there the shells of building reared gaunt 
blackened shapes out of the furnace. The 
heart of London had perished. Great high- 
ways had become unrecognisuble mounds of 
rubble in which tens of thausands were 
trapped beyond all hope of rescue. Fourteen 
of the eighteen general hospitals had been 
totally destroyed, and the others housed 
mainly the dead or the hopeless. Euston, 
Kings Cross, St. Pancras, Waterloo and 
Charing Cross stations had ceased to exist. 
The extensive damage to Paddington, Liver- 
pool Street, and Victoria could not be 
assessed, 

But the utter misery of the tragedy lay 
over Wapping and Rotherhithe, and in the 
waters of the Thames, Millions of tons of 
mud and water had drenched and shrouded 
tens of thousands of homes and thousands of 
acres of docks with radio active spray. The 
Surrey commercial docks, the great storage 
warehouses, the shipping, perhaps all the 
river from Teddington to the Isle of Dogs, 
was infected, unapproachable, certainly for 
months, probably jer years. 

The heart of the tragedy lay not with the 


as Fn ye a 


ye 
Le 


reise 


on the ability to play which your life (and tens of thousands of the bewildered 
your capacity fo prevent yourself from be- shanibling outwards, groping for some 
coming party to atrocitics quite as bad ag sanctuary, not with those hundreds of 


thousands already dead, but rather with 
those wha cluny with a stubborn tenacity, 
heroic yet infinitely pitiful, to their doomed 
homes and their doomed lives in the regions 
of the river. They faced a death hideously 
pralonged. The thing that embraced them 
was invisible, a plague more terrible than 
anything before known on earth. Already 
the subtle balances of their bload, their 


Ftiller’s) may depend. 
Flow to play the news game 

Take any newspaper from almost any 
county and examine it carefully. You will see 
thai all iiems in ii concern cither Our Side 
or Their Side (if the paper was written for 


*Obtainable fram the Secretary, MAPW, 24 Lansdowne 
Rd, London, Wut. 3d. 
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come will 
be it is nol 
yet possible 
1a judge. 
He posi- 
tion is not 
altogether 
| clear; prin- 


i ciples and ideas conflict and confuse. 


A OT AILS TL EE a TT a — 


The TLon- 
don Confer- 
ence on the 
constiinti on 
of — Nigeria 
cntled re- 
cently. What 
its final out- 


Alb this is part of the revolution of 
Africa. Here a Nigerian pacifist puts 
his view of the contemporary state 
of mind in his country, 


THE WORLD 


By Olumbe HBassir 


NOW that both the USSR and the 
a . . 

Wnited States have perfected the 
mechanism for detonating the hydrogen 
bomb, no part of the world is safe. 


By means of wind, water, vapour and dust, 
an explosion taking place over New York can 
rapidly spread its ul effects to the Sahara 
and Brazil. Similarly, by blasting London 
with a pilotless plane laden with radio-active 
hydrogen war-heads, atmosphere contamina- 
tion may extend to Aberdeen and Prague. 


There is a tradition of isolationism in West 
Africa, Most people say that we should not 
concern ourselves with British politics or with 
quarrels between the major European and 
American powers. In non-pacifist West Afri- 
can circles, it is frequently argued that it is 
quite possible that another World War be- 
tween the industrialised nations would hasten 
our political independence, Precedence for 
this kind of thinking is derived from the fact 
that British colonies in West Africa appear to 
have achieved a considerable measure of their 
national aspirations in the post World War 
{I era. 

ISOQLATIONISM UNTENABLE 

That this dogma is rapidly becoming unten- 

able is obvious from recent statements by 


gliticians and current expression of opinion 
y African scholars. 


For the first time the Action Group party 
of Nigeria gave a reception in London last 
month and invited many of the diplomatic 
representatives of African, Asian, European 
and American states. 

This meeting was of especial importance 
coming, as it did, immediately after the con- 
ference on Constitution at which regionali- 
sation in Nigeria was made more clear-cut 
and less dependent on the vagaries of the 
Central Government. 


What is more, the Action Group, which 
is the Government party in the Western 
region has in the past been identified with 
Yoruba parochialism. Hs origin and close 
link with the cultural and nationalistic ‘ Egbe 
Omo Oduduwa ” society hampered tts develop- 
ment as an all-Nigeria political organisation 
for a long time. In recent months, however, 
the party leaders have been taking pains to 
let it be known that theirs is, also, an inter- 
national outlook, And it is in this context 


The Evening of the Second Day 


9 REGINALD THOMPSON, author of “Cry, Korea!” and former Daily 
Telegraph War Correspondent, contributed an article, “ Catastrophe or Peace,” to 
Peace News in August, 1952, which was reprinted in many couniries. 


In it he declared his “conscientious objection to the mass annihilation of 
defenceless people.” He emplissises the views he expressed in “Catastrophe or 
Peace” in x new hook published last week, “9 A.B: Vhe Challenge ” (Spaulding and 
Levy, 7x. 6d,), The following forms an epilogue to the book, 


genes, their very humanhood, had been 
disturbed beyond repair. 

Annihilation iy not to be measured by 
statistics. 

All night and day the teams of workers 
embracing the outer core of London toiled 
tlesperately in’ gangs, exhausted, yet beyond 
exhaustion, striving to demolish a vast tract 
of buildings, a death belt to break the outer 
surge of the fires. lt might be days before 
men might enter the portals of death, even 
for an hour. 

The doctors and nurses bore the weight 
of human failure, oppressive upon their 
spirits, submerging their hearts, and visible 
in the naked horror of their eyes. There 
was no reem, no place, no purpose in 
wordy. Much material had been assembled 
on the outskirts of the city, but by noon all 
this was gone. The uiter hopelessness of their 
tasks brought the silent workers to the verge 
of hysteria. Doctors found themselves 
confronted with Judgments beyond the wit 
of mankind to solve, and reacted according 
to their faith, their integrity and their 
caurage, There would be no tribunal for 
them, save only the Last, 


tn the end there could be no other 
succour for the tens of thousands of the | 
hopeless but that ef the human spirit itself, 
the staic calm in the hour of truth, There 
would not he lists of the dead, saye only the 
great gaps in ihe ranks, 
| 


Out of the wilderness they came, haggard, 
hopeless and helpless, bereaved and bereft, 
and for miles they lay beside the roadsides 
thal spread outwards from the desolation, 
They waited, but they knew not far what. 
lu the heart of London as the vast fires 
abated and burned themselves out there was 
anew silence. Presently in all that remained 
of Britain, living and dead, there was a 
new silence. Even the sound of the grinding 
was very low. 
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The Emir of Sano outside 
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tees are 
ren sides, a 

Sides, | 
that the semi-ollicial Western Regtot 
inent reception in London of Augus 


Trump en 
viewed, 


Following this lead, the Nigena Unio? By 2¥i 
Great Britain and treland have just Sary im; 
pleted their summer school at Su : Oe s44 
on-Sca. A whole session was devotes i ed 
study of the part an independent Nive lina, 
to play in international allairs in ihe Hotes: ce mo 


There seem to be two pairs of OP 


: + emeiet tation Tr 
poles of attraction facing the | on ie 
nations” in West Africa, The first ied ted 
Communist and anti-Communist blocs sit Hement 
Russia and America, respectively. 1N¢ *ag fggatcatton : 
is the ‘ White” and “ Black ” conflicting ig ta 
dencies which are epitomised in. the é Wage 
African group in the United Nations. Pade 

Me 
COLOUR OR IDEOLOGY r _ 
‘ : Bee S Pane, 
The question for West Africa 18 whe ween 
the colour conflict will prove to be mole me 
pelling than the ideological one. wf Man Rare 
A few years ago the answer would Taf ig and Or 


j to the 
been an easy one-~the Ailantic con Me tes ot Ce 


was seen by Africans as an impcrialist “iy 
while Eastern Communism presented 49 

unperialist banner around which OPP ag 
coples everywhere could rally, Haweves ety AE 
[iberal policies of the last two British BON Ween 
ments, their readiness for consultation, it toe mall n 
African leaders on the basis of eventual 5 
government for the Colonial peoples oh Mely 4f the 
compromise with the bitterest opponefisy "8 who 
the imperial method... all this coupler ig ' 
dictatorial practices “behind the iron cH! ines wo 
has clouded the issue to make impossil®ir] yh ", A 
finding of a simple solution to the dilem™ | ye *Y h 
which West Africans find themselves. 4 Dar akc 


Furthermore, the extension of Malan® i a 
East, Central and South Alfrica, togethet gi Vinanine 
the unfortunate alignment of the Bue y. 
and North American nations to preve™ ig 
discussion of Asian and African qUue"y 
(c.g. Tunisia, Peking, S.W. Africa) ! 
United Nations, is resulting in the spa 
the idea that the dark-skinned peoples ig 
unite in their efforts to curb the danke 
practice of “ white supremacy,” 

Although the leaders of the , 
Peoples Party in power in the Gold at ff ite 
have made public utterances that they ¥! 1h 
discriminate against anyone on accowh, 
their colour, there is grave doubt in the ig 
of the European civil servants that i 
future there, or elsewhere in West At 
sate. This doubt is not lessened by ie? 
the fate of those “moderate” 
politicians who express reservation oh 
wisdom of over-hastening in the mat 
national independence. 


PRECARIOUS POSITION 


The precarious position of middle 
way African intellectuals is seldom APlyyil 
ied in pacifist -circles in Britain. "aff 
acknowledging the virtue of a few Ait, 
leading a working life of sufferance 11 af 
midst, some of my English friends’ Post 
with the opinion that such men ate 
urgently needed in Africa, for the purpe’ pita 
exerting a moderating influence upon mu he 
of race relations there. wil RAST 
Dy 


There is obviously no panacea for © ie 
Africa’s ills, but there is no doubt ail \ 
mind that the batle of human underslts AeNDON, 
and reconciliation must be fought ie ae 
Britain, as well as in Africa, And tho a 
dependent Africans who are black-lisl¥? gigw 
Communists by the authoritics while: “y 
same time, being accused by their own 
as hirelings of the authorities deserv? 
sympathy from pacifisis than they get 
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a ae know which ; he docs know, however, 
on Be off i" side ig Right and which side is Wrong, 
Nigdel Coutl , a 18 paid to see that you are left in no 

4. Hold it up to the mirror. Unlike 
gan beings--who are usually kind and 
eerie ‘nd silly, by turns (or at the same 

hetr Side hasn't a redeeming feature. 
Hf they 
lt ecor 


, i 
ie battle for understanding 


erian coal miners near a 
e fiir of Kano oulsice 


abolish rationing, it is a measure of 
; “Conomic difficulties; if they build a 
} : 3 3 vit 189 a preparation for war; and, of 
te H otis any attempt they may make to 
| ; le or talk peace, however opportune oF 


Wey aREAce d 
“ver clumsy, is sinister beyond belief. 


ee Bf : Side, at least when it means England, is 

7 a Pak Ki a hot yet as perfect in its own cycs 
iw) fi tan other parts of the globe, but at least 

iat ; OTN hig omb military objectives without ever 

‘ 8 a civilian, make atom bombs that 
fury Nobody, and so on. Armaments, of 
th cafe wholly and entirely defensive on 
- Sides, and a preparation for aggression on 


s - 
‘ides, but not, of course, simultaneously. 
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‘ ec Cana clear thought which comes 
of the last two Hritish Bog ciel for clear Baton and the finger 
adiness for consultation of con mall minority of mental paticnts in many 
on the basis of eventual ties who are prepared to risk the extinc- 

the Colonial peoples vdlgi.M the species. It is you, not they them- 
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issue to make impossiPlg) yy, American or Russian, alive individu- 
bike eY hand. Whether or not you do it 
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iron curtain, purge 
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eg Curda-—Free World, Over-riding needs of Defence, 
Ying 24 Order, Western Way of Life. (hese are 
the ret the reader to suspend all critical thought for 
‘Of the sentence.) 
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LETTERS TO 


The Japanese Constitution 


YN National News-Letter dated 24.953, it 

is stated that when General McArthur 
was m control of Japan he drew up a new 
constitution tor her, Article £X of which runs 
as follows: 

* Aspiring sincercly fo an international 
peace based on justice and order, Japanese 
people forever renounce war as a sovercign 
right of the nation and the threat or use of 
force as a means of settling international dis- 
putes. 

“Tn order to accomplish the aim) of the 
preceding paragraph, land, sea and air forces 
as well as other war potential will never 
be maintained. The right of belligerency of 
the state will nat be recognised.” 

If this resolution is morally right for the 
Japanese, it is morally right for every nation 
in the world. Why, therefore, should it not be 
the privilege of the USA to be the first nation 
to practice Christianity in international affairs 
by attempting to universalise this undoubtedly 


Christian programme, presenting it as a sug- [” 


gested policy for all nations, via the radio and 
world-press ? 

This indeed would be an example of in- 
spired leadership, and the money and energies 
released from armament making could then be 
used for supplying the pressing needs of 
humanity. A refusal to do this must mean 
either that she is shirking her duty of advocat- 
ing what she knows to be right, or that she 
deliberately misled Japan ethically in’ the 
formulation of Article TX. 


ESME WYNNE-TYSON. 


Clarwyn, East Beach, 
Selsey, Sussex. 


Mr. Rhys Davies 


WWE have felt for some time that there must 
¥¥ be a number of friends in the Peace 
Movement who would like an opportunity of 
showing their appreciation of the services 


THR HRBDITOR 


Vigorous advocate of the ideals of peace and 
freedom. 

Unfortunately he was prevented by ile 
health from continuing his zood work in the 
House of Commons and from maintaining his 
noble stand against imternational injustice and 
conscription, 


We desire to mark the widespread apprecia- 
tion of dus tong and valued service to the 
cause of peace by making a presemation to 
him and Mrs. Davies as a token of our 
aifection and gratitude. 

We invite contributions from all who would 
like to be associated with this act of recogni- 
tion of a Worthy and esteemed fnend. 
Donations, however small, will be gratefully 
received ty Victor Yates, treasurer of the 
fund, House of Commons, or Wallace 


Hancock, 8 Harclay Oval, Woodford Wells, 
Essex 
JAMES MUDSON, MP3 PENNER WROCKWAY, 


MP) VICEOR YATES, MP) GEORGE CRADDOCK, 
MP: JOHN PERGUSON (Chairman, beHowship of 
Reconciliation); SYBIR MORRISON  (Chaleman, 
Peace Vledge Union); TC. POREY (Chairman, No 
Couscnption Counc, 


~ MICROBIOLOGISTS AND WAR 


From a Correspondent 


FINALE following resolution (proposed by the 

Vice-President of the Congress, Professor 

P. Redaetli) was approved at the closing 
session of the Sixth International Congress 
for Microbiology held in Rome from Septem- 
ber 6 to 12, and attended by over 2,000 par- 
ticipants from all over the world: 

“The Sixth biternational Congress for 
Microbiology, confident of interpreting the 
thought of all microbiologists, expresses its 
view that the science of microbiology 
should have as its sole aim the welfare 
and progress of humanity; that all micro- 
biological research should be directed to 
this end; and that all countries should 
adhere fo the 1925 Geneva Protocol.” 

This Geneval Protocol, amongst other 
things, prohibited the use of germ warfare. 
The main countries that have not so far sig- 


rendered to the cause of international peace | pified adherence are the USA and Japan. 


and brotherhood by Rhys J. Davies. 

From 1921 to 1951 Rhys Davies represented 
the West Houghton Division in Parliament, 
and throughout this period there was no more 


The best way to obtain relief from aches and 
pains Is Nature’s own way. 
Come to the Nature Cure Clinic, where 


VEGETARIAN 


13 Oldbury Place, London, W.1 


THE NATURE CURE AND ANTI-VIVISECTION CLINIC 
For People of Limited Means 


speclallsts will diagnose and give expert advice. | thankful.” 


Appointments only, MONDAY to FRIDAY. Write for Leaflet. 


Salads a speciality - Monday to Friday, noon to 4.45 p.m. 


FOOTNOTE Britain has a military micro- 
biological research establishment at Porton, 
near Salisbury. The results of work done 
there are made available to the USA. 


Treatments include osteopathy, massage: 
infra-red rays, diet psychotherapy, colonic 
irrigation, etc, | 


A patient writes: “I feel so fit now and am so 


RESTAURANT 


: Telephone: WELbeck 2787 
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A LETTER TO A NEW 
DISTRIBUTOR 


A VERY ordinary leder fron our cireuta- 
fion departincat is reprodaced below. 


PEACE NEWS 


SEA, Bonz 


Phe laternananal Paria W ovhty Now spouper 


Petephane ; 3, BLACKSTOCK ROAD, Na 


Sdih Sepromibe:, 5d, 
Dear briend, 

Many thanks for the Peace News order. We'll 
he very glad to sead a dozen copies weekly at ine 
special free distribution rate Qs. Od. a dozen) and 
hope thar at the end of the eight weeks vou will 
have guined a niantber of regudie orders. Suppites 
for resale are normally invewed at As, a doren, 
Plas Postage, and bo sagKest we switth to this rate 
as sdon at ony applicable, ant allow you oa 
monthly account. 

“1 time allows, it Would be very worth white fo 
viv all the local Peace Pledge Union stunatorles 
andomeimbers of anv other orginkaliony whose 
addresses vou can ebtain, und see to what extent a 
personal distribution service would overcame any 
reluctance fo support the paper regulate. ft 
dsuilly goes o long way to gain the support af 
thie whe are wawiling to order from a news 
agent, or unable to afford a posit subscripnon. 
You might consider stree(velling, houedto-howe 
canvassing and covering public meetings, too, 

A osupply of publicity leaflets, and some other 
wiformation about the paper iy enclaved, 

Phanki agate fer your help, aad best wishes, 


Yours sinvereb, 
HARRY MISTER, 


Our work would be of far preater vatue if 
we could write more of them. May we send 
you one ? 


You will be joining a devoted and invaluable 
body of practical pence workers. 
HL OE ML, 
Circulation last week: 11,300, 


END CONSCRIPTION 
THIS YEAR! 


Rally in Trafalgar Square 


Saturday, October 17, 
at 3 p.m. 


Chairman: Hugh Brock, 


Speakers: J. L. Cuming 


(Sec. No. Conscription Council) 
Stuart Morris, Sybil Morrison, 
Michael Randle. 
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Dissenting Ministers and race 
relations, Conscription 
AT the Annual Business Meeting of the 

General Body of the Protestant Dissen- 

ting Ministers of the Three Denominations 
held on Wednesday, September 23, the Kev. 
Geoffrey P. Nutlall, MOA. D.D. (Congrega- 
tionalist) was inducted as Chairman and, after 
reviewing the origins and pust work of the 
General Body, he spoke on issues of present 
concern, stressing that it might really still have 
a useful function, fn the course of his address, 
he dheew out the folowing challenge :— 

“May we not be concerned with the 
sitthition in sa many parts of (Africa, where, 
tomention but one recent incident, there was 
a reversion far behind the rule of ‘A tooth 
for a tooth’ when forty natives were sen- 
teneed to death for the murder of one white 
baby? 

“Again, quite apart from the purpose ol 
military conscription, is it not true that fifty 
years ago the Three Denominations would 
have been in a blaze over conscription it- 
self, for whatever purpose? " 

(The General Body—comprising Ministers 
of the Baptist, Congregational and Presby- 
teritn denominations, and residing in’ and 
about the cites of London and Westrainster— 
was founded in 1727, and has the historic 
privilege of personal access to the Sovereign), 


BEHIND 
THE NEWS 


* From page two 
for the murdecer, for the Home Seeretary 
would not find it easy to recommend a re- 
prieve where a py given an opportunity to 
record 4 merciful verdict, had refused to do so. 


Insanity in law 


The Report considers the famous McNagh- 
ten Rules and feels that they cannot be 
usefully amended and had better be dropped, 
so that juries would be left to decide in cach 
case, without legal guidance, whether the 
mental condition of the accused justified them 
in holding fim not responsible for the crime. 


Along with this, however, is the useful 
sifgueation that cvery person charged with 
murder should be subject to independent 
medical examination by two doctors, one of 
whom should be a psychiatrist and not a 
member of the prison medica) service. It 
further provides that even if the defence do 
noi raise the issue of insanity, the pidge may 
now do so and ask the jury to consider this. 

Vhe Commission does not think any changes 
ure needed in the conditions under which life 
sentences ure served in prison, rom in the 
present system for reviewing such sentences 
periodically. 


The only issue: abolition 


On the whole if is a helpful Report for it 
provides considerable evidence to shaw that 
the death penalty has no unique deterrent 
effect and that ity removal does not lead to 
any increase in murder, But the Report 
reveals the impossibility of the task for the 
Commission of tinkering any further with 
this subject. 

Jts most useful purpose will have been to 
clear out of the air the many compromises 
which have for years been offered by those 
who will not face the main issuc ; the Com- 
mission has examined and rejected them all 


The result is to be found in a pregnant 
paragraph which will be widely quoted and 
used, in which the Cammission states that if 
jis rhain recommendation of “ jury discretion” 
cannot be accepted, it nvust be realised that in 
this country little more can usefully be done 
jo modify thie part of the law and the anly 
issue yemaining ts whether oc not to retain 
the death penalty at all, 


And that, indecd was the only issue re- 
inaining when the Commission was appointed, 


Trade and the 


“dollar problem” are rightly chosen as a starting point. 


But the method of analysis is wrong and 
the self-complimenting reterences are dis 
proved by facts, “Challenge to Britain” 
states ¢ ; 

“We believe that Britain and the rest of 
the Sterling Ares ean earn more dollars by 
export. But, unlike the Tories, we believe in 
being realists. 

“Under the Labour Government great 
progress was aide. We should press ihe 
Americans to remove trade restrictions. ‘The 
Sterling Area is rich in metals and raw 
materials for which growing imports have 
been forecast in the OS.” 


CAN LABOUR PRESS AMERICA? 


The fact is that Labour had to face a 
“dollar crisis” every second year. The 
“convertibility crisis” in August 1947 was 
due to the onerous conditions imposed by the 
Washington Loan of $3,750m. (Cmd. 6708 
p. 4). The economically disastrous devaluation 
on September 18, 1949, enforeed by the Wall 
Street. press and the Monetary Fund (sce 
Report 1948, p. 23), caused a scrious deteriora- 
tion of the terms of trade. Mr, (now Sir) 
Winston Churchill was right in saying on 
November 6, 1951, that the trade “ deficit 
crisis is Worse than 1949” and “this can only 
lead to national bankruptcy.” Will) Mr. 
Gaitskell still deny that “arms diive” and 
“stockpiling” (at peak prices) led to the 
depletion of dollar reserves? 

Regarding “earning more dollars” the 
policy statement overlooks the fact that the US 
market for British goods is comparatively 
narrow and that prices of colonial products 
have been falling, thus fess dollars are 
obtained for rubber, tin ete. 

As to US tariff barriers, Mr, Thorneycroft 
said in Geneva on September 18--opposing 
Japan’s admission to the GATT-—that: 

“A large range of potential (British) 
exports to America are faced with tariff rates 
of 50%, 60% or even more. ‘There are notori- 
ous difliculties of Custoins valuations which 
vastly increase the real burden of tax.” 

Do Labour leaders believe that they can 
* press the Americans? ” 

LABOUR MUST RECONSIDER 


If the next Labour Government intends to 
be “realistic,” its trade policy should not aim 
at “earning more dollars” by forcing exports 
mainly at the expense of Colonies, but 
“spending fess dollars” for imports, by in- 
ereased purchases in the non-dollar area, 

Wishful thinking regarding “forecast” in 
the US that more raw materials may be im- 
ported can lead to bitter disappointment: in 
care of a slump. Is Colonial development in 
the interest of the inhabitants less important 
for Labour than running after the American 
business? 

Unfortunately, the Influence of “ dollar 
beggars” iy still very strong, They fall to 
nnderstind that the US trading system is not 
a philanthropic institution, The fact is that 
America has fitth interest In trading with 
Relialn, because the two economics are not 
complementary, but competitive. (See table 
below.) 

Imports from Canada (part of the $-area) 
cost the US five times more than those from 
Britain, and Brazil sells twice as much as 
Britain. What is the US buying? Over two- 
thirds of US imports consist of industrial 
materials and food, such as coffee (13% of the 
total), non-ferrous metala (13%), rubber (6%), 
petroleum (6%) and sugar (4%). The US 
spends 3.7% of the National Income on 
foreign goods, i.e, nearly ONE dollar out of 
25, but Britain pays over 30%, ie. ONE pound 
in THREE. 

The US “ protects" its industries and wage- 
slancd.ads by imposing tariffs well over 50% 
on imports, thus making foreign goods 
expensive. TUC “experts” tell the workers 
that a three pence rise per hour would “ price 


out British exports” but keep silent on the 
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Defeat the Deficit. Join now in our Christmas Cards sales effort to raise £1,500 
towards the loss on Peace News, The 1953 range includes 


Ghristmas 


Guris 


A delightful selection of distinctive and colourful cards, designed by Quaker and 


pacilist artists, assorted to suit most tastes. 


Jordans Meeting House, ' Walk cheerfully over 


He work)...” George Fox an seen a. Sd. 
Country Chareh, " May Christmas be 3 Ume of 
reasce and joy” 5 ee Sis 


Aiiuntsin Scene, “The grail of peace . . 
Ailfai Sievenson iki A08 Gi: Ee wa «68d. 
Plot design Galso suitable for birthdays, ete.) Si, 
bettered Quotation, " Muiic be heard, concord's 


ambaxsadir .. Me ote Bn, a a Sd. 
Phatograptile Saidy (by Michact Pero af “ The 
Otiserver 7) o 4%, cba s. ey ao. 58, 
Dick Sheppard House, ", . . piercing the shana 
of war. . 4 . Em dan nf age we «dd, 
Ae Martia’s at Clitstiweas (Quotatlon by Dick 
Rhepnard) rot 98 Bs en zi ow 42a, 
Lettered Grecthign, '. . , tuner all iis foes to 
friends ** oe a e fd fe wo ade 


Twenty assorted Gn. 6d. 


Plegse send for a Sample" Set and start selling now ! 
@ Six assorted Is. (Od, be) 


Prices include envelopes and postage 

Village Scene, “Take the poet's dream and 
bnild thy city,’' Drinkwater ... Boks pad ave 4d, 
Holly and Candies, “May the light of Christmas 
shine Ubioughout the coming year” wa HBB 
Noel, To wish you joy and peace” .., ad. 


Hel Family, “ Goodwill to men and peace on 
earn tee vee vee fee 


mee ne 3d. 
Good King Wenceslas aaa oe we ve 3d, 
Spauish Caco: Torches big ino 4 a. ad 
Rocklag Caral (Creech) ss adn oy ead, 
French Carot, What can we utve the Child to 

please 7"" Bleanor Harjeon .., not Fisk ws 4d, 
Fhraugh the Christmas Tree, "To wish you a 

Joly hrisimas ad 


Ginry iG Ged ins tie Highest—wood- cut ‘fettering 24d. 
Peace News Cattoan card, by Mell ioe o. Ud. 


Price List free 


DISCOUNTS ON QUANTITY ORDERS—SPECIAL BAZAAR TERMS 


Peaes Diary for 1954 =“ Christmas 


with Peace Directory Sup- 
plement, bound in fine grain 
green leather cloth, week to 
double page, all usual in- 
formation included. 


23. Sd. post free 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS 


Painting 
designs for 


12's --3s8, 3d. 
Peace 
News Ltd. 


bused on Nativity pictures 
by overseas artiats. 
Six assorfed—is, 9d, 


Pictures The Dove in flames 


Peace Anthology of modern 
verse by Stephen Spender, 
€. Day Lewis, Alex. Com- 
fort, Dylan horas, ete, 
(with enclosure envelape). 


Is. 88. post free 


of Other Lands ” 
A new sence of Christmas 
Cards, 


outline 
colouring, 


36’s—9a, 


e 3 Blackstock Road, London N.4 
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UO" “protective” tariffs. Do they under- 
stand trade problems without guidance of the 
Preasury? 

Any substantial increase of Britain’s ex- 
ports is closely linked up with the develop- 
ment of the praductive capacity of Common- 
wealth countiies and an expansion of East- 
West trade. Instead of “ pressing” for larger 
dollar trade, the Labour Party should work 
out a new and reasonable trade policy which 
reduces Britain's dependence on America. 

COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT 

VERSUS REARMAMENT 


In the post-war years Britain was “ living 
on tick” as stated by Mr. Il. Morrison. After 
the interval of the ° Marshall Aid,” now taken 
over by the Mutual Security Agency, the arms 
drive has weakened the economies of Britain 
and other NATO countries. The US rejected 
Mr. Butler’s Commonwealth Development 
Vian in last April and the next Commonwealth 
Conference in January will have to adopt an 
independent progranime. 

Labour leaders cannot suggest any develop- 
ment programme without a drastic cut of the 
arms expenditure-unless they want to ask for 
“Dulles Aid.” 


It is also an illusion to expect substantial 
funds from the “ World Bank,” which is dom- 
inated by Wall Street (See Financial Times, 
April 8, 1947, resignation of Mr. EB. Meyer), 
because its statute excludes “risky” loans 
(Art, Il, Sec. 4). For loans about 5% pa. 
is charged 

Those “ dollar beggars" in the Labour Party 
who still pin their hopes on United States’ 
support for development (e.g. “Towards World 
Plenty,” p. 16) should note that Washington 
caunot divorce economic aid from. strategic 
objectives, as shown by the pact with General 
Franco 

Colonial development on a large scale is 
impossible without abandonment of the re- 
armament race. At present the Colonies are 
deprived of a substantial part of their export- 
earnings and their blocked “Sterling Balances” 
nearly doubled in the last five years. (In 1948: 
£556m., in 1952: £1,065m., Cmd, 8808, p. 29). 


Labour could secure a continuous expansion 
of Britaiu’s trade by creating purchasing power 
in the Colonies and establishing normal trade 
relations with Eastern Europe and China. 


HUAN UTA 
STRUCTORE OF BRITISH AND 
US TRADE 


1951 1952 
IMPORTS EXPORTS IMPORTS EXPORTS 
US—TOTAL 11,071 15.041 10.781 15.170 
(fin milllon 5 
fob) 
PERCENTAGE 
of trade with 
Britain 4 
Canada 21 
Malaya & 
Br. Colonies 5 
Krasil 8 
Cuba 4 
Japan 2 
2 
1 
L. 


Qo 
nH 
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wm 


Germany 
Eavt Kurone 
RRITAIN—TOTA 
(in millon &; 
clf-valoe of 
imports reduced 
by 10%, = fob- 
value} 3.513 
PERCENTAGE 
of trade wiih 
Dallar-Area 20 13 20 W3 
Br, Colonies 14 3 17 15 
Rest of €- 
Area 21 36 24 33} 
OBREC (non-£) 26 25 25 25 
Fast Europe 6 24 é} ai 
Rest of 
World 3 104 9 Il 
SOURCES : Yearbook of Int. Trade Statis- 
tics 1951, p. 265, and UN T/Vol. Ifl/12, p, 4. 
Board of Trade, Overseas Trade Reports, 


IV. 
UNL 


AFRICA CONFERENCE 
(f]] From page one 


the national movements in the various 

Colonies and believes that it is only within 

8 framework of democratic self-government 

that there can be any real protection for the 

rights of  polldical, religious“ and racial 
minorlties.” 

This main part of the resolution is followed 
by a call for technical and economic assist- 
ance to the peoples of Africa and the asser- 
tion that the perpetuation of present policies 
can only end in inter-racial distrust and the 
threat of widespread violence. The resolution 
goes on ta condemn undemacratic and racial- 
istic policies in Africa and calls for the im- 
plementation of measures to bring about the 
main aim of self-determination and freedom 
from imperial domination, 


PRACTICAL STEPS 


After the adoption of the resolution, the 
conference went on to discuss the practical 
work which the Congress of Peoples can do 
to aid the anti-imperialist struggle and to 
increase the contribution to African freedom 
which radical movements in this country can 
make. 

It was in all a useful and impressive con- 
ference in which, for perhaps the first time 
for many years, a representative gathering of 
democratic colonial and British organisations 
were able to meet together and hammer out 
A programme and policy for African libera- 
tion, 
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FRACE NEY 


La bou rat the cross-roads BS Fellowship Week 


ii. ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE OR DOLLAR BEGGING? 
By Francis Rona M.Sc. (Econ.) 
| ABOUR’S policy statement “Challenge to Britain” stresses three 


important aims (p. 1): Hconomic independence, defence of living 
standards and positive contributions to saving peace, 


PLGIONAL Boards and Commits 
© Conscientious Objectors in_ Britain i 
now made final arrangements for the #0 | 
gatherings and open meetings which Mt al 
held in connection with CO Fellowship a, | 
October IU to 17. Details are given below s 


You are cordially invited to attend th 
reunion in your own district, If the _ 
mecting, will you take the initiatt 
ranging one? yer your local group !0 bet No, 902 
and write to the Central Board of Const 
tious Objectors, 6 Endsleigh Stree WOURTCHIE 
who will gladly co-operate. You ae a 
able to invite a few COs to your ome ! 
an evening, but you will find it well ¥ 
while. 


Tell other COs about the Week. & 
them that, before Christmas, Parliamen 
decide about the continuation of conser! 
and that the time for action is NOW. 


Walthandows 3.0 p.m., Sut, Oct, 10, 
Greenleaf Rd., E17. Spenker: Walter, B. 

Southgate s 3.0 p.m., Sat, Oct, 24, Bourne 
Ifa, fligh St.. N14. Speaker: The Rev 
Macuuire, ; 

Southampton + 3.30 p.m., Sat., Oct, 10. Friends! BE 
House, Ordnance Ret. Speaker (at 6.30 pane 
Hayes, 

Swindon + 4.0 p.m., Sat., Oct, 10. Congregational 
Sanford St. Speaker : Fred Vannant +H 

Nottingham : 7.30 p.m., Thur,, Oct, 15. Frlend# M 
House, I'riar Laue. Speaker: John Toyland, i 

Veeds 15.30 p.m, Sat, Nov, 7, Friends’ Mevtiil 
16a Woodhouse Lane. Open meeting at 6.30 2M 

Swansea: 3.30 p.m., Sat,, Oct. 10. Friends’, 
House, 200 High St, Speaker Gat 6.30 p.mJr 7 
Kasil Viney. 

Cardiff 53.30 p.m., Sat., Oct. 10. Friends Mectind | 
43 Charles St 
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Speaker Gt 6.45 p.m); Jonn MR Pale Hak 


eg 2 “Agen, cl 
Workshop weekend 


Ritchie ¢ 
at Peace News 


i PNEN b 
fMisease cn 
atfli 
PPEACE_NEWS readers wili be comitl 
the office this weekend (October 3 an 
to help in a general wash-down and cle 
of the premises. Scrubbing, decorating 
Iino-laying will be among the tasks. 1 : 
Readers wishing to help are asked 0 i Moveq jj) 
phone STA, 2262 and inform the office i 
will be provided, but workers are @ 


bring sandwiches. Buses to 3 Blackstoe ee 
(which is near Finsbury Park) are: 2% 4 i L+H 
4, 19, 236, 212, 210, 233, S21, 621, 65% Saimilt cont, 


629, 627, 653, Overalls or old cloth’ mn 


recommended, Iseage 

Hitwy Sse \ 
“@ magnificent selection, most attri © it 
and colourful with well chosen WOMS PS ther 


Christmas \s\: 
Cards 


1. Around the Crib nes ue 
2. Handlettered (words by Housman) low 
3. The Bell of Bethlehem ee Em thi 
4, The Nativity . cere ee BN YS 
4(a). International (in five languages) pike’! the 
4(b), Welsh (words in Welsh only) «© 4 
5. All Nations come to the Crib | 
6. Winter Moonlight Scene 


7. Wise Men and Shepherds ... Y th 
8. Shepherd and the Star oT H fr 
9. Window Cut-out (Nativity) “ "8 with 
WO. Alpine Scene 2.0 ‘aid 
(all cards supplied with envelapes) " Pygom 

* 


Sample sets of TEN cards 
3/6d. post paid 


ORDER NOW } 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATIO 
29 GREAT JAMES STREET, LONDON, 
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The foremost TU weekly 


published in this country 
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RATLWAY JS 
REVIEW 


Leads the trade union movement in * 
intelligent assessment of industrial) 
and political problems 


Journal of the NUR 
may be obtained from all 7 
Newsagenta and Bookstalls at aids 


— es 


TRIBUNE 


Socialist—Independent—Feat! - 


The new weekly, Fonrpenny, Tri 
brings you open discussion o ' 
issues facing the Labour Maven" 
factual accounts of the impact of 
Tory Government on ardinary peoPe 
and ihe real facts about what is 0"! 
pening abroad. ‘The Editorial Hota 
are Jennie Lee, Michael Foot, ip 
We 


ni 


Mikardo and J, P. W. Mallalicu. 
to keep this independent soci 
newspaper going, by ordering © 


f 


Special Subseriptions for New 

2a. td, for nine lesues posted direct 

Send cash with order to Tribune, 224 
London, W.€.2, 


